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But in vain do they Worſhip me, teaching for Doftrines the C _ | 
mandments of Men, Mat. XY* 9. 


Now as Jarines aud Jambres withſtood Moſes, /o do they allo reſiit 


the Truth ; Men of corrupt Minds, Reprobate concerning the) 
Faith, 2 Tim. III. 8. 
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TOTHY 
Engliſh PROTEST ANT" Reader 


' E hope it may not be too. late to Militate for Truth 

y V againſt the dark Suggeſtions of Papal Superſtition : 

Nor can we think that it ſhould be ejteem'd Hetrodox, 

for a diſſenting Prote/tant (-whillt almoſt gaſping for his own Li- 

berty) to vindicate that of Reformations, from the quainteit Stra- 

Fagems, and moſt unmeariedendeavours of Romiſh Emiſſaries, to put ' 
both it and us into their Inquiſition. 

We know they have ſo far maſter'd their ancient fierceneſs, and 
mask'd their fanguine looks, with thoſe more modeſt and familiar ; 
that i though we: nerd not more reaſon then before, we need more skill 
and caution, or elſe we/ may too fatally experience the force of that 
vulgar Proverb : Laugh in thy face, and cut thy Throar. 

They are grown ſo Complaiſant, as none ſeem more exaſperated at 
Perſecution than themſelves, ( whillt the very Fathers of it ) ae- 
crying the fierceneſs Y ſome Countries C whole Incendiaries they 
were, and till are ). and. impatiag all the Blood of Poor Prote- 
ſtants to ſome unwvarrantable civil ſcore ( therein abuſing the Ci- 
vil Magiſtrate with the Execution of their own Contpiracies ) 
nay, for all their venerable eſteem of the Popes infallibility, they 
have not ſtuck to Cenſure his roaring Bulls ( though procur'd by 
their own means ) ard all that might expreſs their new tenderneſs ; 
that many unacquainted with their. Practices, are ready to believe 
thers what they ſay themſelves to be, whoſe Moral is to have two 
ſtrings 


To the Reader. in 


frings to their Bow, to be ambo-dexter, andformih'dwith mean- 
ings to ſuit the Compaſs of all occaſions. 

In ſhort, 1 premiſe three things ;| Firſt, That 1 cordially believe 

' aAgreat number of Romaniſts may |be abuſed Zealots, through the 
tale voluminous ' Traditions of their Chucch, whom 1 rather pity 
then aare to wrong. 

Secondly, That I Deſiga nothing leſs then 1ncenfing of the . 
Civil Magiſtrate againſt them ( were ih a thing poſſible ) for 
I. profeſs my ſelf. a F, tend to an univerſal Tolieration of Eaith and 

or(hi 
Thirdly, That the Pamphlet Anſwered, being but one - Sheet, 
1 confine. my Examination to 4 narrow compaſs : And the' rather, bas 
cauſe 4 more conſider able y—_— is under my ud arr inquiry 3 which, 
if Providence fo order it, may {ny be maae-publick. . © 
However, let this go for Preface, 20 that larger TraQt, in whioh. 

the Romaniits may ſee both their fgnorance in "the marks of a true ' 
| Church, and their little ſhare or Interett in thoſe they attribute to 
her as ach, | 
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A Seaſonable. Caveat againft Popery. 


Hough to argue againſt a Tribe of men, that eſteem all Re.- 
ſon, Carnal; and Scriptures, imper fed, might rightly be judg- 
ed a meer beating of the Air, and a task only to be enter- 

pris'd by ſach as are deſirous of no Succeſs ; yet to prevent thoſe 

who may be deceived, and if poſſible to reclaim ſuch as are 5 and laſt- 
ly toclear mine own Conſcience, molt ofall in mine eye, I ſhall de- 
ſcend to conſider the «nſound, as well as untrue Confeſſions of the 

Romaniſts in the Pamphlet under Examination, 


I. Of the Scriptures. 


Ap. We believe the holy Scriptures to be of Divine Inſpiration, and In- 
fallible Authority ;, and whatſoever is therein contained to be the 


Word of Ged, pag. 1. 


Anſw. Certainly theſe en muſt either think we are wholly igno- 
rant of their Principles, or we muſt needs conclude they have forſak- 
en, them. -It isſo manifeſt that they have rob*d the Scriptures of 
their Authority, that the Pope has all; and they have then only any 
when he is pleaſed to ſtamp his probatum eſt.upon them. That this is 
true, how frequent do we find the Romaniſts, in their RefleQions - 
upon the Proteſtants on this occaſion,Thbat they bad not known the Scrip- 
tures to be ſuch ;, nay, they might. have been a5 an idle Tale to them, had 
they not been receiv d, believ'd and deliver'd down as Divine YYVr1:t, by © 
their Church 3 as if the ground of believing this to be'true, and that 
to be falſe, bad been as much that of true Faith, as we know it, by 
{ad experience, to be the cauſe of that ſtupid Superſtition, and bruit- 
iſh Zeal which reiga amongſt the abus'd Romaniſts. Beſides, if the 
Scriptures be infallible, as they confeſs ; why are thoſe DoQrines and 
Practices retain'd in the Romiſh Church, which moſt expreſly oppoſe 
the ſence of Scripture, upon the ſingle Ediats of the Pope ; as that of 
prohibiting Prieſts to Marry, and Fleſh to be eaten upon certain days, of 

B 


which 
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which the truly Catholical Apoſtle gives this definitive Judgment, 

' thzy are the Dodrine of Devils : Nor are their Practices, in lieu there- 
of icſs Diabolical, ſince their Faſts are moſt uſually kept with exceſſive 
treats of VVine and Sweet-Meats ;, and their Prieſts are notoriouſly al- 
low'd to frequent Stews, or to keep as many Strumpets as their Purſe, 
or Luſt ſhall pleaſe ; though it be a moſt Cardinal offence, by marry- 
ing, to have one honeſt woman. But thoſe who travel 7taly are not 
uvnacquainted with the Popes gain qr taxes on ſuch Places, for which 
they have his Broad-Seal, or open Licence, 

Perhaps ſome will ſay, Theſe| are but Mmute Matters ( however 
good old Paul might zealouſly |ſtile them Do@rines of Devils) and 
therefore we will Inſtance in ſomething more important;Whar think 

the Papiſts of their Images ? *Tis|trne, that they ſay, they don't adore 
them now, but we know 'what| eſteem their firſt Fre&Fors put upon 
them and the high Value the [Romiſh Chuch places upon the In- 
ventors; and *tis as impoſſible we ſhould give our Eyes the Lye,when 
we behold them Aaſcerating their Preaſts and Knees before thoſe 
Unſenſible Stocks and Stones, as |[Romaniſts are wont to think us moſt 
abſurd in crediting our Senſes, as if that Proverb were of no moment, 
Secing ts believing, or rather Convincing. 
Alas! their Popes, Cardinals, \Friars, Nnnneries, Holy-days, with o- 
ther Points more DoQrinal yet; to examin'd ; Whence came they ? 
| What Scripture ever Authorized ſuch PraQtices in the Chriſtian 
P | Church 2 Paul told the Churches, He had not been wanting to declare 
| _ the whole Council of God unto them 3 and yet were they wholly igno - 
rant of theſe things, and that for above three Hundred Years after. 
aj} -Þ Therefore we infer, that ſince there is that manifeſt jar betwixt this 
[ - "piece of their Profeſſion, and their preſent PraQtice, as well as Doc-. 
trine; they haveecither relinquiſht their former Faith, or play the 
wretched Impoſtors with the People; I wiſh the firſt,but fear the laſt - - 
Pap. But ſince in theScripture tbere are ſome things hard to be underſtood, 
wh. ch the unſtable wreſt to their own deſtrudion ;, YVe therefore profeſs for 
the ending of Controverſ1es, to ſubmit our Judgments to that of the Church 
in a Free General Council, | 
Anfw. A poor ſhift to invalidate Scriptures, and entitle their own 
Traditions to the honor of a'Rule, and as what moſt aptly ſhould 
decide all Controverſies [| | 
Petcys words imploy'd, to render this pretence more plauſible, are 
miſerably miſapplyed, The Apoſtle only ſays, that Paul had writ 
to them concerning the long-ſuffering of God, that it was Salvation 3-- 
the preſent Subject handled by Petey ; and that in thoſe Epiſtles Pawt 
had ſome things hard to be underſtood; But what were thoſe things ?- 


not 
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not thoſe in controverſie betwixt us and the Paps#s, nothing being 
more notorious : And who were they that wreſted them but the 
unlearned and unſtable, not in the wiſdom of this World ! that 
being Science, falſly ſo called ! but Wicked and Ungodly men, 
as the profuſe Atheilt of the times in his frequent abuſe of the Scrip- 
ture by his Scurrilons miſinterpretation of it ; for as the wiſe man ſaid, 
To fear God, is VViſdom (or true Learning) and to depart from Iniquity, 
that is a good Uuderſtanding 3 and as Jeſus Chriſt ſaid, They that do my 
will ſhall know of my DodGrine:; How then can the Papiſts infer from 
hence, that the Scriptures are imperfe& in the more Fundamental 
points of Faith: and Worſhip ? Is it a Divine, Authoritative, Infalli- 
ble, and Imperfe&t Scripture too ? Can it be the Word of God, and 
yet wanting'of Sufficiency. 

A Free General Council is a Monſter ia the Romy/h Church ; How 
dare they talk ſuch Language here in England,who know the Severity 
of the Jeſuites and Popisþ FaQtion againſt it beyond the Seas ? Whar 
meant thoſe il] reſentments againſt/#hite and Serjeant of England,and 
Welch of Ireland, in Rome > If this Eatitudinarian, or new kind of Po- 
pery had not diſguſted ; Nor can I take it for an inſtance of their re- 
turn ; but as the next beſt ſtep to the exorbitancy of Popish Infallibility. 

What ſhould a Council be call'd for ? that Principles ſhould be 
received or diſowned; then muſt a General Council give Faith,and Un- 
derſtanding, or elſe men muſt be concluded to believe againſt their 
belief, by plurality of Votes ; a thing ridiculous, with half-witted peo- 
ple. If Gods Grace, and the Scripture record be not ſuffictent ; Reaſon 
and Experience tell vs, that General Councils are much more inſuffici- 
ent - Beſides, this were to uſher in all kind of impiety ; for whatever 
Tntereſt in_ the General Council ( as that of Trent ) concludes, as re- 
quiſite to be received or done, that muſt indiſpenſibly be obey'd ; ſo: 
that the Morral or DofGrinal Good or Evil of an AG, or Principle ( in, 
and from a mans own Judgment ) ſhall not be obligeing ; but he muſt 
be bound againſt his own Senſe, Reaſon and Faith. 


The Senſe of Antiquity and their own Authors, 


Their pretence of uſing Tradition, for a neceſſary Supply to the 
Defeats of the Scripture, is a meer juggle : ſince they.only evade the 
clearneſs of the one, to ſhrowd their defeQive DoQtrines under the a- 
bus'd Antiquity of the other. For it is well known, that by their Ex- 
pur gatory Indices,they have endeavor'd: to purge the works of the firſt 

; Fa- 


_# 


Fathers of ſuch matters as) might make to the overthrow of their ſu- 


perſtirions Do&rines, This is evident out of Junious, in the caſe of 
Bertram, elder then Theopbilats, Ode nius, &c, Bellarmine him- 
ſelf ſticks not to allow it, but ſhifts it off ton Arrian. 

This may be farther ſeen, in the Colletion Brnius made of the Fq- 
thers, pag. 28. 2. Edit. An. 1611. In ſhort, whole Sentences are 
put out, and whole Sentences put in. Much might be ſaid of this, 
but in my other Diſcourſe I ſhall enlarge. \ | 
_. And what they mean by a Free General Council we may read in the 
Council of - Trent, whoſe Symony, and Cheats out-do all Preſedents - 
Beſides, theſe men little dream of one Turrecrementa, that in ſo many 
words tells us, The Pope ts the Foundation, Rule and Principle of Faith 
( which is Gods Gift) for to him it; belongs, ſays that DoQor, to be 
the Meaſure, Rule, and Science of \things that are to be believed, and of 
things which are neceſſary to be believed untoLife Eternal. Turrecrem. Lib. 
2. cap. 107. this is the Sting. Conſider the Popes Intereſt, and what 
that is, ſach will be his Impoſitions : | horrible Slavery, and moſt un- 
pardonabe Idolatry ! For as he can,make a new Creed or Sympal of 
Faith, ſo he can multiply new Articles, one upon another, ſays Ang. 
Trinmphus extravag. de Urb: Qu. 59. Art. 2, Salmeron Prolog, 1n 
Com, in Epiſt. ad Rom.-part 3. pag. 176. 


IT. Of the B. Trinity, of Prayer to-Saints 


and Angels. 


A piſt. We humbly believe the ſacred Myſtery of the bleſſed Trinity, one 

Eternal Almighty and incomprehen/able God, whom only we Adore 

and Worſhip, as alsne having ſoveraign Dominion over all things, to 

whom only we acknowledge, as due from Men and Angels, all Glory, and 

Service, and Obedience, abboring from our. hearts ( as a moſt deteſtable Sq- 
criledge ):to give our Creators Honour tony Creature whatſotver. 


Anſw, Theſe fine words look newly ſtampt out of the Jeſaits— 


Mint : were they as plain, as they ar&filled with Equivocation, the 
Romaniſt would deceive us all in our Opinjon of him, concerning the 
Point in controverſie; Obſerve his Cunning. PR ng ed 

His words of the Trinity are = neither highly Athena/;ay, 
nor yet Socinian, as ſome Phraſe it, but 


rit, as moſt preciſely mention'd in  the/ Scriptures of Truth, is to me 


3 Paradox. . But how muck the Propenitors of the Romanilts have 
| been 


bw culated to both Meridians : 
Yet, how men can own God, and deny,the expreſs Rules of his Spij- 
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been injurious to the Chriſtian Faith, by ' their maltiplied obſcure 
Phraſes about the Trinity, is not unknown to ſome. 

He thinks to clear himſelf of Imagery, but plainly ketches himſelf_in 
his own Reſervations : What Honour does he give to God ? That which 
is due to bim, as baving ſoveraign Deminion over all things : he does not 
ſay that none is due to Saints or Angels. They abhoy to give their Creator's 
Honour to any Creature ; but do they deny to £6 ve any divine Honour to Im- 
ages, or the Repreſentations of Saints and Anzels : Of this they are Si- 
lent, but we know they do. ; 

Pap. And therefore we ſolemnly proteſt, that by the Prayers we addreſs to 
to Angels and Saints, we intend no other then humbly to ſollicite their aſſiſtance 
before the Throne of Grace.z not that we hope any thing from them as original 
Authors, but from God through Jeſus Chriſt our only Mediator and Redeemer. 

4inſw. *Twere endleſs to bring the Contradictions of their own Au- 
thers,to the ſence theſe words ſeem to import, and yet they are ſo laid 
as to admit of various Conſtructions ; an Art they are greatly Maſters of. 

Firſt, What ground have they to believe: that ſuch Sollicitations have 
ſuch effects; the Scriptures are ſilent in the Caſe ; nor was it the Practiſe 
of ſeveral Ages after that of the Apoſtlesz ſo that it is neither war- 
rantable by the Scripture, nor the moſt vnſpotted Tradition. 

Nor do we ſay that the Papiſts ever held thcſ:/mages to have any ver- 
tue ſimply from within themſelves, but that God was the original Author : 
Yet their own words imply,they may be mediate Authors of benefit to us. 

And what is it but to contradi&t themſelves, to ſay, they own but one 
Mediator Chriſt Jeſus? And yet to allow a Mediating Power to Saints and 
Angels, at the Throne of Grace, If People will be Phras'd out of their 
Religion, they may ; but ſuch deſerve to Papiſts who have fo mean 
an Opinion of their own Underſtandings, as to embrace theſe croſſing 
Confeſſions for ſincere Aricles of Faith, 

The Senſe of Antiquity. 

Images of old were not admitted to be in Churches (ſo called) Simon 
Magus being their moſt notorious Founder, and by whoſe Example they 
were firſt reverenced. The Gnoſticks, and Carpocrations,are charg'd with 
this Popiſh Veneration, as Hereticks in Theodoret, lib. 1. Auguſt. He- 
ret. Fabul— Ireneus de Hare. lib. 1. cap. 23. It is forbidden to us to uſe 
that deceitful Arr (ſaid Clement Alexandrinus more then. 1300 Years a- 
go) lib. 6. Strom. The Pictures of. what was Worſhipped were prohi- 
bited to be painted on the Walls, or that there ſhould be any Images (in 
Churches.ſo called) Thus in the Council of Eliberts, Placuit PifFuras in Ec. 
cleſia eſſe, non debere, ne quod colitury aut adoratur im parietibus depingatuy, 
Con. 36. So Auguſt. de 1Mortb. Ecclel. lib. 1, cap. 24. | 
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IL. Of Juſtification, of Merits. 


Ap. We firmly belie#fThat no fornee of Nature, nor dignity of our beſt 
VVorks, can merit Juſtification ,\ but we are juſtify'd freely by Grace 
through the Redem;tion that is in Chriſt © eſus. 


Anſw. The Roman Catholick is ſo far from firmly believing what he 
ſays, that upon his own avow'd Pringiples he believes nothing leſs firm- 
ly. Caa any ſober Perſon think, that to be juſtihed for the ſake of 
Works is to be juſtified by Grace ? If ſo, Contradictions are moſt Re- 

concilable, Darkneſs may not uaaprly be tern''d Light : This is the very 

Caſe that Paul of old ſtreauouſly argu'd againſt the Meritorians of his 

time, If of Grace then not of Works; if of Works, then not of Grace. 

| Ir is to mock the World, to ſay, That Romans expect to be juſtified 
. by Grace, . who have for .-ges impleaded that Doctrine, as Dangerous 
| and Heritical : Bellarmine in his Diſgourſe of this point 1s moſt plain, 
and more modern Authors follow his ſteps ; But they fay, ; 

_ Pap. * All other Merits ( according tþ our ſenſe of that word) /ignifies no 
more then Ations done by the aſſiſtance of Gods Cr.ce, to which be bas pro- 
miſed. a rewar $———tbus w2 belzeve the Aderit or Reward .bleneſs of Holy liv- 
#1g . (both which ſzgnifie the ſame wich) ariſes not f'om the ſelf value 


even of otir. beſt attions,as they are ours,but jrom the Grace and Bounty of God. 


Anſw. Methinks theſe men are runjto a narrow ſhaight, who ven- 


. ture to reconcile Merits and Grace ;; [They cannot wholly be divorced 
from Aerits, and.yet would they fain eſpouſe Grace; and by ſeeking to 
wed both, they do not a little ay their own palliated Deſigns : for 
citlier they muſt conteſs themſelves, and all their Anceſtors moſt igno- 
Tant.Perſons, that they could never find any diſtinction betwixt Merit 
and Grace betore ;, or elſe they would retain the force of their Meritorious 
Opmion, under their more general Conceſſion of Gods Grace ; a way of evad- 
ing, they are nor a little skilled at. | 
Nor is-there leſs difference berwixt Merit and Rewardableneſs, as they 
phraſe it, then betwixt the Middle and the End - Grace and Merit, as 
ſtated by Calvimiſts and Papiſts, are taken, for Faith without YVYVorks, and 
VVorks without Faith, like the two Poles , Doctrines the moſt oppoſite z 
now Rewardableneſs is neicher, but ſomething in the middle, and indeed 
the molt true; for, Grace is a free Gn requiring nothing : 17ers, is 
a V ork proportioned to the wages : Remardableneſs is a VVork without which 
God will not beſtow his favour, and yet not the meritorious cauſe ; for that 
there is a0 proportion betwixt the /Fo#k that is finite and temporary, and 
the reward which ts infinite and eternal ; 'in which ſenſe both the Creature 
obeys the Commands of God, and does not merit, but obtam only ; and 
| God 
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God rewards the Creature, and yet ſo as that he gives too, But the Pa- 
piſts are very far from this medium, and their ſhuffling this Doctrine of 
Merit, berwixt Grace and Rewardableneſs, only ſhews how unwilling 
they are to venture it in the plain Field, and not that any thing of re- 
ſemblance is berwixt it and them, they being of three diſtiact Natures 


and Significations. 


Belides, 'tis wretched to think by what ways the aboſed Roman- 


iſts fancy ro merit Tuſtification 3 nos by keeping the Moral Law, as we ſhall 


| ſhew anon ; not by fulfilling the evangelical Precepts, but by their vain Re- 
petitions of their Ave-Marias, Beads, Faſts, Feaſts, Holy-days, Adoration 


of Images, Frequenting of Maſſes, Praying to the Dead; Invoking the Vir- 
gin ary, tor her |nterceſſion ; Signing themſelves with the Croſs 5, abſt am- 
ing from Fleſh; and Prieſts from Marriage : by perpetrating ſome notorious 
Fatt, for the good of their Church, whether by killing a Prince or blowing up a 
State, Theſe, and the like practices ( ſtrange and exotick to the Pri- 
mative and Chriſtian Faith and Worſhip) are the grand motives to Ju- 
ſtification, and ſomerimes they kave gone ſo high, as to deſerve a Can- 
nonizing at Rome it ſelf. Thus briefly have I given an account of their 
Merits and Juſtification. 


LY. Of the H. Euchariſt. 


Ap. In the Holy Euchariſt, or moſt Venerable Sacrament of the Body 
and Blood of our Lord , we acknowledge that there are, as in all other 


| Sacraments, two things : The Viſible Sign, which is the Forms of Bread and 


Wine, to which no Catholick may or doth dire@ bis VVorſhip ;, there is alſo In- 
viſible Grace /ignified, the Body of owr Lord, whom being preſent we worſhip 
with all poſſible Reverance, . for ſo great 4 Bleſſing, warranted berein by our 
bleſſed Lord bimſelf in two of the Goſpels. 


Anſw, Above all other Inſtances, this is the moſt pregnant, for de- 
fence of our Aſſertion ; namely, That either theſe men have relinquiſhed 
their old Dofrine, or elſe they go about to put the Trick upon us : We hear 
no word at all of T; ranſubſt antiation herein, the moſt ſacred of their my» 
ſterious Abſurdities ; bur what we are at great pains t» obſerye and col- 
le&, perhaps they are aſhamed of ir, and willing it ſhovid paſs under 
ſome more general Phraſe, and leſs offenſive: However by that Ex- 


' preſſion of the Body of our Lord, whom being preſent we Adore, we gueſs 


their meaning ; but how incoherent with their own words, as well as 
Reaſon, may eaſily appear. 

Firſt, They acknowledge that it is a Sacrament, or Sign. If fo, itis 
impoſlible that it ſhonld be at the ſame time, both the Sign,aad the thing 
fagnified ;, tor if the very Body of Chriſt be preſeac, corporally, (as =y 
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uſe to aſlert ) it cannot be Sacramentally ſo, but Really and ally - 
there ; which-is deſtruFive of the nature of a Sacrament, which is but. the 
ons, or Image of ſomething Myſtical, thereby reſembled 
and -ſignified, | | 

Secondly, If this DoQrine were true, their Zord would be made by 
their Prieſt ; for till he ſays the words, there is no real Preſence; and 
fo the Creature (and ſometimes a ſad 'one too) makes his Creator, which 
' is nothing ſhort of wretched Blaſphemy. 

Thirdly, *The Ld, they Adore, and Reverence, they Eat ; and he that 
made Heaven and Earth, is comprehended of the Creature. 

Fourthly, I know but of one Goſpel, perhaps they know of two, be- 
cauſe they ſeem to own Principles {6 contrary to the true one, bout let 
that he accurſt. 1f they would have us underſtand by their Expreſſion, 
two of the Ewvangeliſts, then 'tis nat unlikely but we may 'ken their 
meaning, and what they refer to, muſt be Chriſts benediction of the 
Bread and Wine, and the giving them both to his Diſciples, ſaying, 
Take, this is my Body ;, and take, this is my Blood. But what then ? Can 
any think that Chriſt gave his Body: with his Body ? Thit it was the 
Giaer and the Gift? That it was the body Bleſſing, and the body Bleſt ? Did 
the ſame Body hold the ſame Body in its pwn ſingers ? And was it eaten by the 
Diſciples, and yet without them ? And was it no bigger then a ſmall piece of 
bread, and yet of the proportion of a Mun? And was iteltfen/5ble, and bro- 
ken with their Mouths, and yet whole aud ſenſible, out of them ; and all at the 
ſame inſtant of time. | q | | 
Laſtly, Could every one of the Twelge eat the wery whole body, and yet be 

that very body which was wiſzble with them? And all this while one and the 
ſame Body ? But methinks I. hear Ecchoing from ſome Popyſb Zealot no 
ſmall Anatbema, for offering to affrontiſo ſacred a Myſtery, with ſo ma- 
ny carnal Cavils, and vain Interropatories ! 

To whom I ſhall anſwer, once for bw, jo this point; that I ſtand a- 
mazed, how any man of ſence.can be a apiſt, when thc only demonſtra- 
tion of bis Religion, muſt be bis not underſtanding it. ' : 

Many fond Abſurdities vamentioned (for brevity) might have been 
obſerved : For, Reaſon never triumphed mote over any Opinion, then this 
ſenſeleſs one of Tranſubſtantiation ; which may be one very good Argu= 
ment why ſo much Perſecution has eyer attended the disbelief of it. 


The Sence of Antiquity, thd their own Authors. 


Antiquity knows it not 3 For cigh hundred years after Chriſt it was 

never heard of, and when ſtarted, with great diſgults entertained. 
The Council of Lateran, was the Fetch undertook to impoſe it; and 

the Decrees, as to this point, were wholly abortive; for they are not to 

be found, as concilliary ; this 'was above twelve hundred years after 

Chriſt. | 

: Tet- 
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Tertulliau Marcion lib. 4. cap. 40. Juſt. Mart. againſt Triphon 
the Jew, Greg. Matianz. Orat. 2. in P . And Pope Gelaſuus bimſelf, 
renounced and diſclaimed it, attributing only to it, the nature of a bare 
figure, as retaining the ſubſtance and nature of Bread and YVVine : And ma- 
ny of their DoQors, Scotus, Bellay. Biel, &c. aſſures us of irs novelty. 
But bow far are ſuch from the ſpirituality of the Myſtery and Knowledze 
of the true Heavenly Bread and VV ine that deſcended from above (the Anti- 
Type) who ——_ affirm the certainty of ſuch a Tranſubſtantiati- . 
' ONy 45 Fender that very wiſible Elementary Bread and Wine at the ſame time, 
the very inviſible, ſpiritual, 4 Body of Chriſt ? By winch they 
make bim a Glorified, Crucified, Viſoble, Inviſible, Spiritual, Elementary 
_ Chriſt, all at the ſame time. | 


V. Of Communion in one Kind. 
_ 


P*® We bumbly confeſs, that from the beginning of Chriſtianity, the F0- 
ly Communion was Adminiſtred frequently in both, and ſometimes in 
each Kind, according to ſeveral Circumſtances. 


Anſw. We may know him to be a Papiſt by his rogues Confeſſions ;, 
and methinks it 'not only prevent People of being ſeduced by 
them, but reduce thoſe of their own way, to an utter abhorrence of ſo 
much allowed Apoſtacy. 

How many times has he confeſſed this, that, and the other thing, not to 
be of Primitive PraGtice and Inſtitution, If the antient Chriltians did 
Commune in both kinds, upon what better reaſons or motives, was it 
ſo ſeverely prohibited by Romaniſts ? Is the Blood of leſs vertue then 
the Body ? Even that which the Scripture frequently commemorates, 
after this manner, the Blood of cleanſing, and ſaved by Faith in bis Blood. 
" But they proceed further, and fay. 

Pap. Hence the Holy Church following the Piety of Chriſtians, who inſen- 
fably became accuſtomed to receive it almoſt univer ſally in one Kind, upon uu 
Motives did afterwards ordain to have it in one, as now Adminiſtred, though 
the recetving of it ſo is not matter of Faith. 

; _ Three things, are very obſervable from this part of their Con- 
eſſion. | 

1. That becauſe it was ſometimes received in one Kind, according to Cir- 
cumſtances. it inſenſibly became received by Holy Church, but in one Kid : 
More Nonſence and Falſhood, could not well be in ſo many words. (Nn- 
ſence) For what conſequence can the latter words beto the former '; if 
5n each kind, then not any one more then the other, or why not Blood, 
and not Bread, as well as Bread, and not Blood : But among the Papifts, 


the People only partake of the Wafer. ( Fal/hood) for they neither have, 
| D nor 


| Ry. © - 


nor can they give one Inſtance .of that ſlippery or heedleſs way of re» 
ceiving it, as in each kind; but'when ever it was taken, for Three Hun- 
_ dred Years together, it was in both kinds,, 

And what were thoſe Circumſtances; that we can hear of none of 
them ? Horrible Cheats and Idle Impoſtures | To delude the Unlearned and 
Unſtable : Nor it is leſs Impudence for them to ſay, That the Church re- 
ceived it in but one Kind 'upon any ſuch ſcore: The Concluſion can never 
be right, where the Primiſſes are falſe. : | 

24. That the ſo receiving of it ts no matter bf Faith, which is ſo notori- 
ous an Uantruth, as their own Amals expreſly tell us, that Boniface the 
8th, and Jol#: the 22th ( if I miſtake not ;/;for I was, when I met the 
Pampher, deftitute of ſuch Books) highly contradicted one another, 
One threatning the Prieſts to turn them out, if they did not Adminiſter 
; it. in both Kinds ; and the Other, to Excommynicate them, if not Burn 
them, in caſe they did ; which as it ſhews the Eagerneſs of the Popes, ſo 
there 15 a choice piece of InfallabilityTo be. obſerved : Two infallible - Popes 
accuſing each other of groſs Fallability. ( J , 

Pap. Neither do we believe, religious Communicants are hereby bereaved 
of any benefit in obeying the Church's Order, (ince our Belief inſtrutts us, that 
our bleſ/#1 Lord is equally preſent in one kind, as in both. 

'Anſw, To ſay thar religious Communicants are not bereaved of any 
benefic by receiving it in one kind, would imply, that irreligious 
Communicants, the Receivers of both Kinds, have the advantage; if ſo, 
methinks ir is natural to believe, that reſigions Communicants, in both 
Kinds, have the moſt benefit : But what Church is it that gives thoſe Or - 
ders ? A free general Council of Chriſtians, where men may ſpeak with- 
out being in danger of their lives ? No, but a Cabal of Perſons, pickt, 
with a Probatum eſt ſtampt upon them, out of the Popes Cloſſet, or con- 
clave of Cardinals, before they be admitted into the Aſſembly of Judges ; 
as moſt of the Council of Trent notoriouſly were (ofren cited by the Au- 
thor of this Pampklet) ſo that in plain terms,- rhe Church is what the 
Pope and his Cardinals will have it; to whoſe! Intereſt moſt Councils haye 
tacrificed rheir Priviledges, and thereby brought univerſal Bondage up- 
on whole Kingdoms and States. | bin 

That Belief which inſtrutts them, that Chriſt is equally preſent,” and 
therefore no need of _—_— both kinds, muſt needs be built upon the 
Sandy Foundation of Papal Tradition; not that of Scripture, Reaſon, or 


< 


Antiquity ; for if that very fpecifical and numerical Vertne,. which is 
in the Bread, be-in the Wine, then Chriſt is implicitly charg'd by the Ro- 
manifts, of an inneceſlury matter : But if there be ſome Vertue ſignified 
by the Wine,, morethen by the Bread, it is horrid ſacriledze to rob the 
Sign, much more the thing (12nified: It is a Supper, and at" Snpper there: 
; ſhould be'to Drink, as well as to-Eat. -'There| can be no. Body without 
| Zlood, and the drinking of his Blood, ſhews a ſhedding of bis Blood for the 


| World, and a participation of it, | Befides, 
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Beſides, "the 2s is incompleat, and the end of that Sacrament or 
Sign not: fully- antwered, but plainly maimed, and what God hath put 


together, they have put aſſunder ; ſo that the falſeneſs and Unſcri ptu- 
' ral Practice of theſe men, are very manifeſt. | 


The Senſe of Antiquity, and their own Authors. 


. Of their diſmembring this Sign or Figure, their own C>Jncil of Con- 
ſtance 1s very plain, That whereas ſome preſume to affirm, that Chriſtian 
People ought to receive the Sacramen of the Euchariſt, under bath kinds, of 
Bread and Wine, &c. x - SP 

(Hence the Council decrees againſt this Error) 414 that though Chr iſt 
did ſo Adminiſter it, and although in the primative Church it was h received 
(Confeſſions very large of the Author, and Example) we command under 
Excommunication, that no Pri:ſ} Communicate to the People under both kinds 
of Bread and Wine, C. C. Seſl. 1 3. So ſays 4quin. Com. in 6 Job Lea.7, 

And ſaid Pope Gela/ius, Let them ret#1ve in both kinds, or neither ; Thus 
Popes againſt Councils, and Dottor againſt Doctor ;' yer will the fool- 
iſh,Romaniſts:( to ſay no more) vaunt of the unity and infallibility 


of both. | £ 
 -'Y Of the Sacrifice of the Altar. 


Ap. The Holy, Sacrifice sndeed of the Altar, we clearly believe ought to 
be celebrated im-both kinds ;-as now it is, according to the Divine Inſtitu-, 
t101,as being done in Commemoration of the Lords bleſſed Paſſion on the Croſs, 


wherein the Body and Blood wore. ſeperated. 


4 


Anſw, hether it be fair for the Papiſts, to Sacrifice at the 
Altar-in both kinds, and -reter.t@ Chriſts words Luke 21. 9, AS a Di- 
vine Inſtitution, and yet deny both kinds to the People, as no matter 
of - Faith, ,or eminent regard z Let the Sober judge... Is the Paſſage of 


Divine Inſtitution for the Sacrifice,- and not for the Sacrament ? But it | 


plainly manifeſts the exorbitant power they aſcribe to their Church a- 
bovg the Scriptures; iufce with them an Order of hers, may, and ought 
to break, what themſe}ves call,. a Divine Inſtitution, ”, | 

Pap. Whatſoever therefore propitiatory Forxer, our Holy Religzon attributes 
to this commemorative ſacrifice 3 it is by vertue of the Sacrifice of the Croſs, 
as being by, this applicd to us : So that we ſtill humbly acknowleage the Ground 
of -.our. Salvatiqn to be derived from our Lords bieſſed. Paſſion. 


_ >; Anſw.. Their Aﬀront' to God,- and Juggle with men, 18 this very 


matter,-are-mwoſtgdeteliablez for norwithitanding rhe Scriptures ex- 
preſly- tell as; Fhat we have an High Prieſt, , that, needs not Sacrifice once a 
Year, but who hath offered one Sacrifice; and that by the VVill of God, we 
-2 chis are 


- 


are Sanifled through the offcring-of the Body 'of Jeſus Chriſt ONCE forall; - v1 
and that by ONE Offering be perfe#ed them that are Sandified, 'Aeb. 10. F 
10, 11, 14. Yer do they daily ſacrifice him afreſh, as if his firft were. 

inſofficient, or their daily Sins required a new one.--But what man. eg- 

j dued with the leaſt ſhare of common Senſe, can be fo ſtupid. as to im- 

R $ | agine; that Thrift is ſacrificed by every Popsſh Prieſt, when- he - offers up a 
4 Blood-leſs Wafer. What grezter Irreverence can be ſhown-to- the bit- 


+ ter Paſſion of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, making ſuch a'May-game of bis 
©, - moſt dreadful Agony and cruel Death, as the Jews did with a'Crucified Child. 
|. 4 Thisis fo much woPſe, then the Aronical Prieſt-hood, as that was be- 

'! fore Chriſt, and fo tipical of his coming;! and of ' Divine Authority : 
| And this after his coming, whoſe own words ant the Apoſtles ( whom 
- theſe Men pretend. to Saint, and own }| bear Record, That ONCE 
- for all,* and by that ONE Offering of Himſelf, &c. - And conſequently 
; , void of all Commiſſion, as well ag;Prefedent. {f | 
The Cheat they put upon' Men is plainly this, That whilſt with fine 
words they ſeem originally to ground their Salvation upon Chriſts Sa- 
crifice of the Croſs, they craftily attribute ro'their daily Sacrifices of 
him, no ſmall fhare of Merit, as ſo many mediate and ſecondary'Cauſes, 
which muſt needs be obvious to every unbyaſt Reader. Their,curious 
| Epitbites ſeem only to ſerve the place of ſo manyCovers,for the talignity 
W® of their S9phiſtical DoFrines. * 
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VII. Of Prayer in Latin. 


| | | P Ap. YYe freely acknowledge that it is no ways commanded by. the Church, | 
= that the People ſhould pray in a Language they underſtand not. 


iſm. 1-perceive the; Man is ſtill gpon-his free acknowledgments ; 
certainly it what he ſo often confeſſes not to have been the praQtice of 
the Primitive Church, and to be unwarrantable from her Example, were 
but abſtraRed, there would remain a- very abrupt and narrow Faith for 
the Romaniſts to explain. b| ” 
But he is too equivocal upon the word Church : Tf by it he would have 
as underſtand, the Antient Chriſtian Church; |it is true, that no Prayers 
were made'in an vnknown Tongue; for the'Scriptures, of Divine Au- 
thority with her, expreſly condemn it, as irregular, and unprofitable. 
Let fuch keep ſilent ſaid the Apoſtle Panl, | 1 Cor. 14. 28. And Peter ne- 
"ver contraditted him. But if by the Church, he underſtands the Roman 
he is either careleſs of his own reputation (that whilſt ihe makes the 
Moral Law, the ninth head of his Confeſſion, commits {#great an er- 
ror againſt it, as to obtrude a Lye? or elſe he truſts to out ignorance of 
: 4 | | N41 "BA. her 
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her preſent praQtice;for that ſhe is guilty in this particulargand the point 
defended too, I recommend the Reader to the tollowing Authorities, 

Pap. Nay, there 15 given them all poſſible incouragements, to encreaſe their 
Dewotions, by ordainining and publiſhing moſt excellent Prayers, in vulgar * 
Languages for their uſe, There 1s an expreſs Command of our Holy Mother 
the Church, im the Council of Trent, that Paſtors in the time of Divine Ser- 
vice, ſhould expound to the Peoples capacities, &c. 

Anſw. 1 ſhall return my Anſwer, in theſe four particulars. . 

Firſt, that all poſſible encouragement is not given where more may : 
But that more may, view Spain, France, and taly, witere Prayers arc in 
Latin, unknown to many millions of Souls ; and let us remark it, tor a 
more infallible Truth, than any the Popes Chair can afford us, Tat the 
great Depth of the Policy and Security of that Religion, lies in the 1,norance 
and ſtupidity of the People. 

2dly, No thanks to the Romaniſts, that the Penple have any where ſo 
much priviledge, as at any time to underſtand what they ſay . For this 
is only owing to the Light of Keformation 3 for that having given a diſ- 
covery. of the groſs darkneſs of Popiſh Practices, they were neceſſitated 
to moye ſomewhat from their ancient Cuſtoms, nhich 15 no better then a 
lame excuſe, made by a Thief caught in the Fatt. Had there Leen no Lyu- 
thers in Germany, nor Zwingleus's 3» Switzerland, we could not expetF, 
nor ever believe, that the Council of Trent would have allowed of that Liber - 
ty; when to cloud the People, and to lock up their underſtandings in the Popes 
Arcanum, tv the Dianian projet of his Conclave, 

3dly, -It's worth our Obſervation, that thoſe very Books of Devoti- 
on are never DoGrinal, I mean explanatory of their Principles ( thoſe 
they hide) tut filled with clegaut Phraſes, and rare Cuts of Ima» 
gery, ſuited to the affeFionate Paſſions, and voluntary Humilities, of a 
ſort of People, whoſe Judgment goes always in the rear of their affeQions, and | 
that make their Religion of Shews and Complements. 

4thly, But I deny that they have the Nature of Prayer in them, and 
therefore the People are almoſt as much to ſeek in their own Language, 
asa ſtrange one. Prayer ts the Gift of God ; no man can be ſaid to pray, 
who has not, Firſt, a deep ſence of his own Wants; Second, of the Rea- 
ſonableneſs of the thing prayed for : Third enough of Faith to obtain , 
Fourth, a due reverence »f that God, to whom he makes his ſupplicati- 
on ; For the Prayers of the Wicke1 are an Abomination to the Lord, ſays 
the Divine Writ (or are no Prayers at all in a religious ſence, ) Burt if 
theſe Books of Devotion were Prayers, then might the Y/icked as well pray 
as the Righteous ; for the Prayer is equally expoſed to the uſe of both. 
"Tis not . words make the Prayer; wheretore ſaid the Apoſtle, I will 
pray with the Spirit (there is the moſt eſſential part of Prayer, but this 
he might do to none but himſelt ; ) and I will pray with Underitand- 
ing alſo ( by this he meant not in an unknown Tongue) It was the m_ 
ſ E je 
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ef of his Diſcontſe, in hisfeurteenth Chapter, in his firſt Epiſtle to the 
Corrinthians, But the Church of Rome bas otherwiſe Learnt, then had that 
good Apoſtle, ; 

In ſhort, We need the leſs wonder, at the unparralelVd villany,which 
Reigns throughout the Papacy, when we' conſider how Cardinal a Pra- 
 Riceit is, for the People not to underſtand bow to be better : Their late Pro- 
{elites forgot, or elſe never heard, bow criminal it was to have an Eng- 
liſh Teſtament about One FEundred and Fifty Tears ſince. But rather then 
not, the Papiſts will turn Half Proteſtants, to fetch back Proteſtants to be 
whole Papiſts again. But ſuch might deſerye to be beg'd, had they but as 
much of Religion, as ſometimes Fools uſe to bave of Eftate. What ſhall I 
ſay ? They are fit to believe any thing, Whoſe Debaucheries have har- 


dentd them againſt any belief : when Sm bas baniſht all Fear of God, Inter- . 


&t ſteps in its place ; and that Religion, which moſt promotes it, muſt 
with ſuch be the beſt, wherein the Papiſt has only the advantage of all 
others upon Earth. [| 

The Report of Antiquity, and their own Prattice. 

However in Proteſtant Countries, they are willing to bring their 
devotion into vulgar Languages ; yetthat|its matter of neceſſity, and 
not of choice, view Italy, France, Spain, &c, where they retain their Za- 
tin Service, as beneficial to the People, which is a Language that general- 
ly they underſtand nor, - 

Origen was againſt it, lib, 8. cont, Cel. ſo Chriſoſt. Hom. 1. in 8. Jo- 
han. Auguſt. de Dot. Chriſt, cap..5. Ambroſe upon 1 Cor. 14. Thus 
alſo their own Do@ors 3 Aquin. in 1 Cor. 14. Caſſandey Liturg, cap. 18. 
fo that they err from Scripture, Fathers, and their own Dodors, 


VIIL Of Prayer for the Dead. 


| : | 

Ap. Our Faith teaches us to Exerciſe Chriſtian Charity, by bumbling ouy 
P elves before the Divine Throne of Gods | Mercy, to beg Forgiveneſs of 
the Debts and Treſpaſſes of thoſe middle ſort of Chriſtians (as Auſtine, and 
the Council of Florence call them) who had not brought forth ſufficient Fruzts 
of Repentance, dying in the Communion of the Faithful ;, which indigent con- 
dition of theirs, relievable by the Churches, or the Prayers of the Faithful ſur- 
vivmg, ſpeaks what the Ancients call Purgatory. 


Anſw., How much the Romyſh Faith teacheth the holders of it, to ex- 
erciſ> Chriſtian Charity, the Afartyrologies of theſe thouſand years may 
teitifie, But they would have you know, they dor't mtend ſuch Perſons 
as were ative in thoſe Bloody Maſſarres : for the ſingle merit of their hoyrid 
murders is ſuperarogatory, or more then ſufficient to deliver them from'the 
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fiery Furnace of a cleanſing Purgatory : They took a ſhorter,cut to Hea- 
ven ; for inſtead of travelling the main Continent, They (blown with 
the freſh gale of their own.cruelty) ſayl'd through the main Sea of Pro- 
teftant Blood. 

Bur what Authorities have theſe Men for their Aſſerticn ? Firſt, St. 
Auſtin ; and Secondly, The Council of Florence, To theſe [ will ſpeakin 
the cloſe of this Head. Are theſe all? No, for ſays he, 

Pap. (We are) Warranted herein, by the praftice under the Law, record- 
ed in the Maccabees, Which being in no ſort reprebended by our Lord, or his 
Apoſtles, amongſt the reſt of the Jews unlawful pradices, was and 1s juſtly 
preſumed to have been allowed by bim, as many of the Fathers underſtood him 
in the Mount, and by them, as is binted by St. Paul ; whereupon it hath becy 
continued ever ſmce, as even Grave-Stones, and all other Chriſtian Monu- 
ments do witneſs. EC 

Anſw, 1 muſt confeſs, 1 do not wonder that ſo little reaſons ſhould in- 
duce a Romaniſt to believe, then which, nothing ſcares him more, But 
I cannot otherwiſe then admire, that any Proteſtant ſhould make ſuch 
poor Inſtances a ground of his return to Popery. 

| j ſt, His Story of the Maccabees is not cited, nor does he very plainly 
refer us. ; 

2d, He knows the Proteſtants deny it the credit due to other Scrip- 
tures, and the Papiſts cannot but be conſcious to themſelves of inſuffici- 
Ency to prove its Canon. 

. 34, "Tis prepoſterouſly filly to ſay, that becauſe Chriſt did not par- 
ticularly condemn the prattice of praying for the Dead, ({uggelted to have 
been uſed by the Maccabees) therefore 1t was a laudable Cuſtom ; ſince 
TI may with equal reaſon argue, that becauſe Chriſt never mentioned the 
Maccabees, nor did particularly own the Canon of their Writings, 
Therefore there was no ſuch Peogle, and their Writings (if any) of no. Autho- 


rity. . 

my The Fathers ſenſe ( if theirs) of theſe Scriptures, Mat. 5. 29. 
1 Cor. 15. 29. Muſt needs be Non-ſence in the abſtratt, with all but Pa- 
piſts, who notoriouſly deny themſelves the uſe of Senſe ; altho I am of 
Opinion, the Fathers are much abuſed by the Author of this Confeſſion, 
or elſe we ſhould have had their Names in Capitals; however, we will 
compare theſe Paſſages with this Opinion. L | 

Firſt, 1f thy Right Eye offend thee, pluck it out, and caſt it from thee , for 
its profitable for thee, that one of thy Members ſhould periſh, and not that thy 
whole Body ſhould be Caſt into Hell Fire, Mat. 5. 29. 

Ergo, what? That there is a Purgatory after this Life (ſays the Roman- 
iſt) O! Stopendious Folly and Weakneſs: Is there any thing plainer, 
then that Chriſt preacht a preſent practical DoArine ? As that which 
ſtood every Man upon in this World, viz. The denial of his Luſis, and 


Circumciſion of bis Corruptions. In ſhort, Since Chriſt was in the —__ 
Wen 


| | -I5. 29. : 
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|: ah be ſpake it, ſince it was.to People in the World, and a work then to be ſet 


about 3 it is moſt evident the paſſage bas no relatipn to a ſtate after this Life 
(1 mean for purgation.) Nay, the ſtrongeſt Argument that is well con- 


' ceiveable for the Contrary, may eaſily be deduced from hence. For if 
'. ſuch as pluck not out their eyes here, (that is, purge not themſelves of their imi= 
| -quities, by unfergned repentance ) ſhall be caſt into Hell Fire, then there 15 no 


middle ſtate called Purgatory, but that ſuch Perſons as pluck not out their 


right eyes,(thar is) mortifie not their Members of Corruption here, ave to be caſt 


into Hell Fire, the Text ,proves ;, therefore there is no middle ſtate; the 
contrary of Heaven may be affirmed, for Contrariorum eadem eft ratio. 
'2d, Elſe, what 'ſhall they do that are Baptized for the Dead ? If the 
Dead tiſfe- not at all 3 why are they then Baptized for the Dead ? 1 Cor. 
This Scripture is as much to, his purpoſe as the former; and were I 
nor uſed ſo frequently to meet with the like mcoberences, *twould amaze 


' -meto read ſuch diſ-joynted matter,and unnatpraleonſequences 3 Things 


in their own nature ſo remote and oppoſite: What relation has the 
ReſurretFion, to the Souls entering Purgatory, or that Popiſh niiddle 
ſtate'? Who are they that are Baptized ? And who, thoſe for whom they were 
Baptized:? ind how bave either any relation to Prayers, for the Dead Men 
and Souls in Purgatory ? But the Romaniſt thinks however, that God is 
not offended at this Charitable Practice: Hear what he ſays, | 


"Pap. Neither can we diſcern, bow poſſubly this may be conceived offen/3ve to. 


2 


God ; whoſe Juſtice berein, we hope, we do bumbly appeaſe, by an exerciſe of 


\ Brotherly Compaſſion. 


Anſw, It'is no wonder at all that blind Men do not ſee, and ſuch as 
Error has hood-winkt for Generations, we|can*t think ſhould diſcern 


|, Truth, till theyidare truſt ther Eyes, Ears, and Vnderſtandings, to An- 


ſwer the end for which God gave them. ] ; 

There can be nothing conceived more offenſive to God, as well as vn- 
reaſonable with Men; then that a Mortal Creature, (indebted bimclf, 
more then ever he can diſcharge) ſhould be. able to appeaſe the diſpleaſed 
Juſtice of an infinite God. The arrogancy of this ſaying, only fits the /ize 


' and meaſure of a . meritorious Papiſl, But the Man fearing this retort, 


would anticipate its force, by an half confeſſion and ſolution thus ; 
. Pap. There is no Law of God which aſſures us, in rigour of Juſtice, of Gods 


| Heceptance of the as of another man for my (11s ;, yet this hinders not but 
|- that they may prevail by way of ſufferage and impetration for our pardon. 


Anſw. 1f be could have given but one place of Scripture,it would have 
helpt the matter: But we take leave to ſay, we will not be wiſe (in 


| this caſe) above what is written, and quod #01 lego, non credo. I ſhall 
' return this ſhort Anſwer to this evaſion. It is a poor ſhift from the 
: force of the ObjeQtion; for not only in the ſtricteſt, bur largeſt ſence 
: too, God only, out of bis free Gift and Mercy in Chriſt Teſus, ts Author of 
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our Remiſſion, and Forgiveneſs, Since there can ſcarcely be a more ab- 
ſurd poſition, then that a man unable to relieve bimſelf, ſhould be the occa- 
foon of relief to others, m the ſame condition, whether by appeaſing Di- 
vine Juſtice, or by ſuffrage only ; (a word incongruous, and inapplica- 
ble-in this place.) ; BE - 

Beſides, What need 1s there for praying for Souls in Purgatory ? that they 
ſhould be {aved ; that is held for granted before they go thither. /s it, 
they ſhould be delivered thence ? That is the conſequence of the Opinion. 


' Or would they, that God ſhould forbear bis hand, and mitigate his rigour ? 


Which ſeems the moſt natural conſequence of their Opinion; 

If fo, they are their greateſt-Enemies ; - For their holding that the end 
of the Chaſtizements of Purgatory 4s to prepare them for Heaven ; by how 
much the leſs they are Chaſtized by thoſe fiery Afflitions, by ſo much the I:5 
they are purged, and conſequently the more unfit /or Heaven, $0 that ſince 


' Heaven 1s ſooneſt attainable, as their Souls come to be the ſooneſt and moſt 


eff ettually parg'd, . they in Charity ought to pray, that God would mend his 
Fire, add Fuel to bis Flames, and double bis fiery Tortures, that they may be 
the ſooner purg'd and more refined for Heaven. 

Thus whilſt the Romaxiſts are arguing for Purgatory, they confute 
themſelves by not nnderſtanding it. 

I ſhall conclude my ſence of this Point, with the Authority of Scrip- 
ture, Reaſon, and Antiquity, 

Firſt, Then ſhall the Duſt return to the Earth, as it was, and the Spirit 
#nto God who gave it, Eccleſ. 12. 7. Gen. 3. 9. (then not to Purg 1t ory ) 

Secondly, For there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wiſdom in 
the Grave, whither thou goeſt, Eccleſ: 9g. 10, (then none in Purgatory,) 

Fourthly, Aud they ſtoned Stephen, calling upon God, and ſaying, Lord 
Teſus receive my ſpirit, AQS'7. 59, ( No Purgatory ſtill, but a certain 


, Immurable ſtate.) | 


That it is againſt all Reaſon, T offer theſe Conſiderations, 


rſt, No man can mezit -for another ; nor is it poſſuble a poor indebted 
Man, ſaaedl Nay anothers Debt (it- may be greater then his own) and not 

be able to pay h15 own. Pe "Vp 
- 12d; The Repentaice onght to be, where the fin is 3 but the ſin is here, 

therefore ſhould the repentance be here alſo. 
3d, Where.there is a ceſſation from. ſinning, there is a ceſlation from 
repentance ; but there is'a ceſſatzon from ſinniinp, therefore is there a ceſſati- 
on from repentance. 1: 2 7 

4th, What ever attecds the Soul after ſeparation from this mortal 
life, is Immortal and Eternal; this none can deny ; but Purgatory ts a ſtate 
that attends the Soul after mor tal life, and therefore ſay 1, it s an Immortal 
and Eternal ſtate, Andif it be, it is either for ſomething, or nothing , 
if for nothing, God makes things in vain : If for the Souls of Men and 
Es th bw Women ; 


CC _ 


Al 
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Women « then they are fever to be ranſomed thence. "But fince the Romans 


5/ts hold a redemption from thence, their confeſſion of the temporarineſs of / 


that State, proves it a meer fittion ; for when the Soul is withdrawn from 
this viſible mortal life, which ſtands in time, it 1s centred in an tnviſible and 
immortal ſtate, beyond the wings and reach of time. | ) 12A 

In ſhort, this World is the Stage, on which all Men do aQ for Eter- 
nity; and every venture of theirs, brings its true weight of eternal 
life or death. Death is the conſummation of all, and when we ceaſe to work, 
we enter upon reward. But if Purgatory were in being, the greateſt work 
mere to be done there ;, which, becavſeit' is abſurd to affirm, we conclude 


that after Death we ceaſe from all our labours, and enter upon our Recom- 


pence of everlaſting Happineſs or Miſery. 


1 ſhall ſubjoyn ſome Authorities trom Antiquity. 
The Senſe of Antiquity, and their own Authors. 


This Doctrine of praying for the Dead, we Know was too old a pra- 
Qtice, yet not ſo old as the Apoſtle, But how ? As for fouls in a third 
place ( for that theſe Romaniſts mean by their Purgatory, however | mo- 
deſt they ſeem. by their half expreſſions) \nothing leſs ! However tho 
Superſtition of the Papiſts, has driven them into ſo-foul an apprehenſion. 
But the Ancients believing there wouJd be a general Day of Judgment, prayed 


- that Go4 would ſhep Such Mercy in that Day. Gregory the firſt is ſaid to be 


its Father : Certain we are, that Superſtition was both its Mother, and its 


Nurſe : For that this fond purgatorian Opinion is al:ogether new, read. 


both their own Authors, and the Fathers. Polyd. cap. 1. D. Iaven. rerum. 
Alpbonſ. a Caſtro: lib.'8. verb. mdwl. lib. 12. bl, Purgat. ſo Sextus Senef3s, 


Medina, Caſſander, and Bellarmine himſelf, 


Thart-the Fatbers difown'd it, in the ſenſe/alſerted by the Romaniſts, 
and particularly their oreat Saint Auguſt, Let them peruſe theſe places, 
Tuſt, Martyr, Reſp. ad queſt, 75. Cyprian ad Demetrian, Se&. 16; 22, and 
in Serm. de lapſis. Greg. Nazan. Orat. 15. in flag. grandinis, Auguſt, En- 
chyrid. cap. 68, 69. Again de Dogmat. Eccleſ.'6. cap. 79. But a ove.all, 
that theRomanifts ſhould, pray for thoſe,to whom they pray to intercede 
for them, is moſt abſur'd ; yet this is frequent, But for this time 
enough.  * | was | Foc 


IX. Of the Moral Law, of obedience to 
_ Civil Magiſtrates. 


Ap. We further do firmly believe, and bighly reverence the Moral Law, 

b:ing folemnly delivered to Moſes upon the Mount, ſo expreſly confirm'd 
- by our Saviour, in the Goſpel, and containing it ſelf,” ſo perfe# an Abridge- 
| 268 Anſw. 


men! of our whole duty both to God and Man. 
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Anſw. We may take his Belief to be as hearty, as his Confeſſions are 
ſincere; I know not what to ſay more truly, then that bis whole Diſ- 
cour ſe is an Irony 3 we are to meaſure it by contraries, eſpecially when the Fruits 
give the Tree the Lye. | 

How far the Roman Catbolicks reverence the Moral Law, is beſt ſeen. 
by conſidering, bow many Laws they have made to deſtroy it. 

iſt, That of Images. For though God did expreſly injoyn Moſes, 
That the Iſraelites ſhould not make to themſelves, the likeneſs of any thing in - 
Heaven or m Earth (whence the primitive Chriſtians abhorred painture) 
or when they had ſo done, that they ſhould not bow down to it: Yet, how 
many Eaigs are there in being, that require them to be ſet up in their 
Churches, as Laymens Calenders, to whom daily homage is performed ; 
they are the Splendid En/igns of the Popiſh-Pageantry-Religion, 

_ 2d, In not only diſpenſing with diſobedience in Children, but in ex- 
citing them to it, if they apprehend ſome ſervice to their Church, be ir 
to make a Fryer, &c. 

3d,- In thoſe frequent Bulls for Maſſacres, that can no more be denied, 
then light at Noon-day, by which People have been ſtirred up, upon tbe pro-. 
miſe of forgiveneſs of ſins ;, redemption from Purgatory ; and eternal Salva. 
tien ; or dreadful denounciation of eternal Damnation, to enterprize thar 
work of murdering many hundred thouſands of Men, Women, and C biidren, 
without any legal Preſentment, Tryal or Convidion, But the conſideration 
of theſe things, is too much out of faſhisn in England; ſince many em- 
brace them upon their preſent diſguiſes, and not in their true ſanguina-- 
ry appearances. 

4th, The breach of the Moral Law is ſignally manifeſt in their diſpenſati- 
ons of publick Stews, eſpecially at Rome ;, where the Popes Revenue 1s not a 
little greatned by the ungodly Licenſes. And it is too fatally known, 
that by ſuch immoral Courſes, they bave crept into the moſt Cabmet-Coun- 
ſels of Princes ;, and not only rendred themſelves Maſters of their ſeerets, but 
inſinuated their projets by the force of effeminate temptations 3 which. if de- 
ny'd, might eaſily be prov'd in the caſe of Hcn. the fourth of France, 
and others, ; 

5th, That Religipft bath proved the greateſt Thief in nature : It's Poyes, 
Cardinals, Arch Biſhops, Deans, Chapters, and whole Orders of Fryars, have 
near engrolſed the greateſt ſhare of the Wealth of Europe, I mean of 
thoſe Countries, where yet they are Regent. Before Conſtantine, how 
mean and meek were Chriſtian Miniſters? But in his time, and @ few Ages 
after, to what a ſtrange degree of exorbitant Pride and Awvarice did the 
Clergy mount, when it would dare entitle Peters-Chair to the whole World , 
Kingdoms and Empires muſt be given and taken. with a W E W ILL, OR 
WE GRANT, ©c. 


”* 


View 


| ' n caſe the Parents were Hereticks, © | Thirdly 


| (24) | 
View thoſe Countries, and the univerſal powerty of them impute to thaſ® 
Swarms of Locuſts and Caterpillars, who both corrupt and beggar them : This 
is a Theft, though leſs ſharking, yet more Criminal. 
6thly, They notoriouſly break the Moral Law, in that great Com- 
mand, Thou ſhalt not bear Falſe-witneſs againſt thy Neighbour , which 
comprehends all Truth ſpeaking. EA. | 
For as no witneſs is bound to anſwer further then by Interrogato- 
. ries he is provok'd, ſo'it is utterly impoſſible, that ever Truth ſhould 
be told, or Men ſin in Lying ( whilſt one|of the greateſt Sins ) if the 
 Romiſh Maxims were but once praQticed : $ome of which I ſhall touch 
upon in the Sequel of this Chapter. To ; 
As to that part of their Confeſſion, which may relate to their Xeep- 
ing of Promiſe, and Paying SubjetFion to the civil Magiſtrates of what Reli- 
gion ſoever, and much more to thoſe under whom they live : I purpoſely 
over lookt becabſe it is well known, that they have been ſo far from 
yielding obedience to the Magi/irate of . any Religion, that they have not 
ſtuck to Aſſaſſmate thoſe of thery own, to whoſe Power they owed their Civil 
and Religious ProteFion. And truly, if ſuch Double Cords of Duty can- 
not tie the hands of Men from Murdering p_ Natural and Religious 
Princes:(as Henry the 3d and 4th of France, both Kings of their Conn- 
try, and therein of their Religion.3 becauſe a little refra&tory to the 
ſiniſter deſigns of an inſolent Clergy-Man (or (vo) I think it needleſs 
to give their plainer Engliſh of Qbedience, who ſo excellently render it in 
the Paraphraſe of their life. \ J 
I ſpeak not this to incenſe the Powersagainſt them 3 for it is my real 
belief, that neither are all of them ſuch, br would I take the Burden off 
. my own Shoulder, to lay it on theirs ( being a profeſt Abettor of an uni- 
yerſal Tolleration). But this being matter of fact, as they cannot deny 
ir, ſo ſhould I gladly hear of their confeſſion of theſe impieties ; and 
that they diſown the like pra&tices, not by fine gloſſes,. but an amendment 
of Life,” and Reformation of Nottrine ;, which would really entitle them 
to that verity, they do but hitherto fititioufly attribute to themſelyegs. 


The Senſe and Opinion of their own \futhors. 


Firſt, Vaſquez teacheth, that not only an Image F Ged, but any Crea! 
ture in the World, reaſmable or unreaſonable, may without danger be worſhip- 
ped with God, as bis Image, That we ought to adore the Relicks of Saints, 
though under the form of Worms, De Adorat, lib, 3. diſp. 1. cap, 2, 

Secondly, They teach, That Children may diſobey their Parents, in being 
Nuns or Fryers : And this Girls may do at twelve, . and Boys at fourteen 
years of Age, But the Council of Trent enlarged the Parents Authority to 
{1xteen, This wretched Doftrine was taught and decreed by Pope Cle- 
ment the Third, Th. Aquin. and after bim his Sthollers taught the ſame, cap, 
cum virum de regular, Aquin. 2, 2, qu, 88, /art, y. lib, 1, cap, 101. alſo 


(25) 
Thirdly, 1f a Noble-Mfan be ſet upon (ſays Cardinal Tollet) and may 
eſcape by £omg away, be ts not obliged to do it ; but may kill bim that intends 
to ſtrike him with a ſtick, InſtruQ, Sacred. Lib. 5. Cap. 6. Num. 15. | 
Fourthly, 1f a Man be beaſtly drunk, and then commits Fornication, it 15 
no /in, Lib. 14. Cap. 13. N. 4. Alſo, That a Man may lie with Women, to 
ſatrsfie- his carnal deſire, or- for bis 'health ſake, Lib. 5. Cap: 10, 13. 4 
Man may Bed with bus intended Wife ; nay, it is good to do ſo if the Maitt- 
age be deferred, ſays Emmanuel Sa. Aphor. tit. debitum conjugale 6. 
Fifthly, They inſtruct how to be an honeſt Thief. 7t is lawful to de- 
cerve or rob a Brother, when to do ſo is neceſſary, to preſerve a good Name. 
For no Man ts bound to reſtore Stolen £00ds, thus Nawar. Cardinal Cajetan, 
and Tolet 3 who further add, That this-is a DoGrine taught by many, and 
which may be followed with a ſafe Conſcience, Tolet. InftruE. Sacred. Lib, 
5. Cap. 2. Manual. Cap..18. N. 7. : 

Sixthly, How juſt they may be to their Promiſes, how ſubje to the 
Supream Magiſtracy, and of how eminent ſervice to humane Societies; 
may beſt appear out of theſe following 1axims. | 

If a Man ſwear he will take 4, C. to Wife, he may ſecretly mean (if bere- 
after ſhe pleaſes me) Inſtruc. Sacerd. lib. 4. cap.-21, 22. 

If a man ſwear he will give a Thief twenty Crowns, be may ſecretly ſay, (if 
I pleaſe to do it) and then he ts not bound. Of this rare invention Yaſquez 
vaunts not a little, as being gathered out of -4uguft. and -quin. In. 3.” 
Tom. 4. qu. 93. art. 5. dub. 13. - | 

There are two diſtint# Tribunals ( ſays Becanus ) and the Eccleſs iſtical is 
the Superiour : And therefore, if a ſecular Prince gives bis SubjetFs a ſafe con- 
dud 3 he cannot extend it to the Superiour. Tribunal, nor by any ſecurity given, 
hinder the Biſhop, or the Pope to exerciſe their Juriſdiftion, Theol. Schola. 
That this is ſo, let us call to mind, that the Pope, and other of his /Zc- ' 
cleſtaſticks, did prevail at Conſtance, for the Burning of thetr Priſoners, ]. 
Huſs, &c. to whom ſafe condut# was given. : 

In ſhort, If a man have taken an Oath of a thing lawful and honeſt, and 
in his power , yet, if it hinders him from doing a greater good, the Pope can 
diſpenſe with it, thus Gaius Biſhop of the Canarres, relict. de penitent. 

The Popes Denunciation againſt 'an Excommunicated Prince, - diſ-ingages 
his Subjes from their Obedience ; this was once our Caſe, as in Henry 
t he eighth's time, Concer, Ecel. 1n Angl. fol, 336. 

Nay, even before the Sentence be denounced, though the Subjects are not 
bound toit, yet lawfully they may deny obedience to an heretical Prmce, thus 

Greg. de Valentia. Tom, 3. Diſp. 1, Qu. 12; pun. 2. 

To conclude, the ingenuity of Panormitan and Moſconius out-does all, 

The firſt affirming, That the Pope hath power to diſpence in all the Laws of 
God, Cap. propoſui de conceſl. prebende, N. 20. | 
The ſecond, with as much zeal aſſerting, That the Pope can. diſpenſe 


abive Law, and againſs Law ;, for the Popes Tribunal and Gods is but one a 
| G Ln 
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And therefore every reaſonable Creature is ſubject to the Popes Empire . as 
may be ſeen in his Oifoerſs of the Majefty of the Church Militant, etin 


lib, i, de fummo Pontif. ls : ny 
X. Of the Eccleſiaſtical Hierarchy. 


P Ap. We firmly believe, that according to Divine Ordination in the Ca- 

tholick Church, there is a Hierarchy, conſiſting of Biſhops, Prieſts, and 
. Miniſters. He gave ſome Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, and other Ewvangeliſts, 
. and other Paſtors and Doctors, to the conſummation of the Saints, unto the 
Work of the Miniſtry, unto the Edifying of the Body of Chriſt, until we all 
meet in the Unity of, Faith, and the Knowledge of the Son of God, &c. 


I's a great truth, that Biſhops, Paſtors, Teachers, &c. were given by . 
Chriſt Jeſus, tor the work of the M:niſtry ; but what then ?-Can Roman- 
its make uſe of this to joſtifie their moſt injurious and tyrannical Hierarchy? 
Do the Scriptures of Truth t2ll us, that ever God gave lordly, proud, and 
wolup'uous Popes, Cardinals, Primats, Arth- Biſhops, Deans, Chapters, Fry- 
ars, Nuns, &c. for the edifying of the Church, and Body of Chriſt? The pri- 
mitive. Biſhops were to be blameleſs; not living in all manner of unclean- 
neſs; gentle, no Strikers, no Brawlers, nor-Perſecutors of their Brethren, as 
are the Popes of Rome ; apt to teach, not by roaring Bulls to Excommuni- 
catez toeat and drink ſuch things as are ſet before them ; not racking 
and grinding the. Faces of the Poor, the Vidows, and the Fatberleſs, and ex- 
torting their labours, to preaten their Revenues, |to live in 1dleneſs, Pomp and 
Luſt, The tlusband but of one Wife, not Condenmers of marrying of one 
honeſt VVoman, and Diſpenſers with as many  VVhores as luſt may require ;, 
Cardinal and eminent Points and Practices among the Romaniſts. 

* In ſhort the Romyh Hierarchy is fo far from being ſuited within the 
Order ofthe Goſpel, by them-quoted in their Confeſhon; that the whole 

* deſign of their lordly Popes, Cardinals, Arch+ Biſhops, Biſhops, Jeſuits, and 
other. Fryars of many ſorts, (eſteen'd of the Religious Tribe) #s but to 
.oer-ballance the cruil Power, and render themſelves Maſters of the Swords 
, | and Purſes of Princes, and Common-wealths, (rr them in eaſe, idle- 
neſs. plenty, and pleaſure ;, and to blind the underſtandings of them they 
abuſe, that chey may oſe them as the Philiſtines did Sampſon, when they 
had put our his eyes, to anſwer their own wicked ends, with the great- 
er ſecurity. ; > | W | 

To conclude, Tf we would not receive a Thief, until be has repented : let 
the Papilt firſt recant bis volummous Errors ( not known in Scripture, nor 
ever hcard of fo” Three Hundred Years together after Chriſt. ) 

Burt above all {et us have good Teſtimony of bis bearty ſorrow For that Sea 
of Blood, ſhed in.\England, France, Holland, Ireland, Spain, ſraly, Savoy, 

K Switzerland, 


q 


ls 


= 
S witzerland, aud Ge' many, of many Hundred Thouſands of poor Pro- 
teſcauts, that for pure Conſcience could nor conform to their moſt exor- 
bitant Prattices,as well as new DocQtrines, impoſed upon them : Such in- 
humans and barbarous Inventions and Cruelties, as no Age could ever 
xrallel ; and are the only Demonſtrations of their wicked Wits, that 
li in-that ; and that not only upon the Parties themſelves, bur their 
' Poor, little, innocent Babes : For that Engliſh Proteſtants, ſhould ſo far 
neglect theſe weighty Conſiderations, as to be gulfd and-cheated out of 
'the Religion purchas'd them, by their Martyr'd Anceſtors ; and per- 
ſwaded to embrace that Old, Bloody, Apoſtatiz'd Church again, with all 
her ſlaviſh, as well as ridiculons Superſtition, is a Crime ſo offenſive to 
.Gad, and intollerable to Men, as the time haſtens, That the very Stones  - 
- "of the Streets will riſe up in Judgment againſt them. 

Thus. while ſome Proteſtants (and thoſe chiefly concerned in theſe Af- 
fairs) are moſtly buſied in Perſecuting Diſſenters ; I hope it will not be 
ill reſented, that one of them, has, in the mean time, under-took ( tho 
with much brevity) an Enervation of the Kemans Faith, at leaſt a de- 
teſtion of - their Craft, their horrid Couſenage, and preſent way of inſi- 
nuation amongſt the People. 

Byt we muſt once more declare, it is not our purpoſe to bring them 
under Perſecution ; but to preſent the People with ſuch an Information, 

- a$ may prevent them from ever having power to perſecute others. 


A Queſtionary Poſtſcript. 


| Here ſubjoyn theſe few following Quarries, which if the 
BB Romanifts will franckly anſwer, and with that grave ſince- 
rity that becamesſo weighty an Aﬀair ; we may eafily know 
where abours they are. 
1ſt. Whether we ought to believe and accept any Principle, as fun- 
damentally True and Orthodox, that is not laid down, and avoucht to © 
be ſuch by evident Scripture, and the moſt pure and primitive Tradi- 
. tion? ; 
If they ſay, we ought, let them tell us out of what Scripture. 
we may read it ; but if we ought not--- Then, 
<dly, Whether the Dottrine of papal infallability, of Tranſub#an- 
tiation, of the Sacrifice of Maſs, of Images , of Auricular Confeſ- 
ſions, of Indulgences ,' of Prayers for the Dead, of ys , of 
rajers 


nn 


x 


+ 
I] 
\ 

of 


to furniſh us with pregnant Inſtances againſt thoſe 
' + groſs Superſtitions, But, Hp 

| ..zdly, Whether in caſe they could not be tonformed to, they would 
| |, allow a Tolleration, were they powerful? | < | 

| bs ſhould ſay YES, we ought to believe © 
| them? Since it's one of their moſt ſacred Maxims, Not to keep 
| Faith with Hereticks ; as was ſeen in the caſe- of thoſe of the Al- 
| pine Valles, J. Huf. &c. and in that they have in all Ages brought 
' ſo great Deluge of Blood upon. the European World. | 


( 20.) 


 . Phgyers in Latin, of their whole Eccleſisftical Government, and 
' | pretended Religious Orders, be allowed or recommended as Matter of 
|, Chriſtian Faith, and Diſcipline by Scriptare and Antiquity ? 


If they are not to be found there, why ſhould any be fo ab- 


| ſurdas to receive them ? If they are taken thence, let them aſ- 
| fign us the places both in Scripture and rm” Antiquity ; for 
| thefirſtthree hundred years after Chriſt! 


( and in ſome particu- 
lars much more) are wholly filent in the matter, 209 farther then 
| tale Dotages, and 


gthly, Whether in caſe thi 


5thly, ther it be the Intereft of the © ngliſh Nation to ſub- 


' jet? her ſulf to « Pop Toak ? Conſiderins, the incomparable B 
| Maſſatrees of that fort of Men in ſeveral Retgns, with the ſpiritual 


Tyr anny ſhe would bring upon her ſelf, whith muſt end in the drain- 


| ing of her People to enrich the Papacy, who makes it a fundamental 
'A 
; poveriſbing of-the People) is the —_— it : For Seculars be- 


«xim, That the Enriching of the Church, (or rather the im- 
ing impoveriſht, as of old, the.Church Party will have the Treaſury, 


. andconſequently the tryumphing Power in her hands, which brings 
| to the antient Arrogancy of Popes, Viz. Setting their Feet upon 
the Necks of Princes. | | FN 


6th and Laſtly, Whether the Deſign of Popery be not an utter 


| adeitruttion of all true and ſollid Religion, .and the Introduttion of . 
. Formality and Superſtition ; to the ſecuring of civil Authority, 
, and putting the Peoples Judgment into the Prieſts Inquiſition ? 
' Since the moſt i2norant and careleſs, or the moſt vita ro- 
; phane, are generally found to be their Proſelites : Their Relagion 
( by reaſon of its latitude in point of Indulgence ) being aw open 
| Santtuary to refuge all looſe and deboiſt Livers. i, 
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